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E CTIONS 


On his Majeſty's 


PROCLAMATION - 


Of the 12" of February 168 for 4 Toleration in $ cotland, 
together with the ſaid Proclamation. 


He Preamble of a Proclamation, 


dience many fiſes beyond what the Graxd 


is oft writ in haſt, andis th Seigneur' has ever yet claimed : For all 


flourish of ſome wanton Pen : 

but one of ſuch an Extraordi- 

nary nature as#bs is, was proba- 

bly more ſeverely examined; there is a new 
deſignation of his Majeflies Authority here 
ſet torth of his Wdſolute Power , which is 
ſo often repeated , that it deſerves to be a 
littſe ſearched into. Prerogative Royal, and 
Soveraign Autherity y are TFermes already 


received and known; but for this Abſolute . 


ower, as itis anew Term ,1ſo thoſe who 
ave coined it, may make it ſignify what 
they will. The Roman Law ſpeaks of Prin- 
ceps Legibus ſolutrns, and Abſolute in its na- 
tural ſignification 4 importing the being 
without all Ties and Reſtraints; then the 
true meaning of this ſeems to be , that there 
8 an Inherent Powey 1n the King, which can 
ncither be reſtrained by : Lawes , Promiſes, 
nor Oaths ; for ___ leſs than the being 
free from all theſe , renders a Power Abſolute. 
II. If the former Term ſeemed to ſtretch 
aur Allegeance , that which comes after 
ity is yet aſtep of another nature , tho one 
can hardly imagine what can.go beyond 
Abſolute Bower: and it is in theſe Words, 
Which all our Subjects are toobep with- 
out reſerve, And this is the carrying obe- 


Princes, even the molt Violent pretenders 
toAbſolute Power,till Lewis the Greaz's time, 
have thought it enough to oblige their $u5- 
jeFs to ſubmit to their Power z and to bear 
whatſoever they thought good to impoſe 
upon them; but till the Days of the late 
Converſions by the Dragoons, it was never {0 
much as pretended , that Subjes were 
bound to obep their Prince without Reſerve, 
and to be of his Religion , becauſe he would 
have it ſo. Which was the only Argument 
that thoſe late Apofiles made uſe of z ſoit is 
probable this qualification of the duty of 
SubjeRs was put in here, to prepare us 'for 
a terrible le Roy le veut ; and in that caſe 
wearc told here , that we muſt obep with- 
out referve; and when thoſe ſevere Orders 
come, the Privy Council , and allſuch as exe- 
cute this Proclamation, will be bound by this 
Declaration to $hew themſelves more for- 
ward than any others, to obep without res 
ſerve: and thoſe poor pretenſions of Con- 
ſcience, Religion, Honour , and Reaſon, will 
be then reckoned as reſerves upon thesr obe- 
dience, Which areall now Shut out. 

. III. Theſe being the grounds.upon which 
this Proclamation is founded , we ought not 
only to conſider what conſequences are 

A now 


now drawn from them, but what ma bd 


drawn from them at any time hereatter ; 
for if they are of force, to juſtity that 
which"is now inferred from them, it wil 
be full as juſt to draw from the ſame pre- 
miſes an Abolition of the Proteflane Ryji- 
gion » of the Rights of the S«b;eFs, not on- 

to Church- Lands , but to all ny what- 
ſoever. Ina word, it afferts a Power to be 
in the King, to command what he willand 
an Obligation in the Subj;#s, to obey what- 
foever he shall command. 

IV. There isalſo mention made in the 
Preamble of the Chiftian Love and Cha- 
ritp, which his Majeft; would have eſta- 
bliched among Neighbours ; but another 
dash- of a Pen , founded on this Abſolute 

wer, may declare us all Hereticks; aid 
then in wondertulCharity to us, we mult be 
told,that we are either zo obey without Reſerve, 
Or to be Burnt without Reſerve. We know the 
Charity of that Church pretty well:It is indecd 
Fervent and Burning: and if we have forgot 
What has been done in former Ages, France, 
Savoy, and Hungary,have ſet before our eyes 
very fresh inſtances of the Charity of that Re- 
ligion: While thoſe Examples are ſogreen, 
it is a little too impoling on us, to talk tous 


of Ehaiftian Lobe and Charſtp. No 


doubr his Majeſty means ſincerely , and his 
Exactneſ$ to all his Promiſes, chiefly to thoſe 
made ſince he came to the Crown, will not 
faffer us to think an unbecoming thought 
of his Royal Intentions; but yet after all, 
tho it ſeems by this Proclamation, that we 
are bound to obep without Heſerve, it is 
hardshipuporr hardship to be bound to. Be- 
lieve without Reſerve. 

V. There ate a ſort of People here to- 
lerated , that will be very hardly tound out: 
and theſe are the Moderate Pretbyterians : 
Now, as ſome fay , thatt here are very few 
of thoſe People in Scotland that deſerve this 
Character , fo it is hard to tell what it 
amounts to; andthe calling any of them JIm- 
moderate , cuts off all their share in this 
Grace, Moderation is a quality that lyes in 
the mind, and how this will be found out, 
1 caanot fo readily gueſs, If a Standard 


F | 
had been given of Opinions or PraQtices, 


then one could have known how this 
might have been diſtinguished ; but as it 
lyes,- it will not be eaſy to make the Dil- 
crimination ; and the, declaring them all 
Immederate, Shuts them out quite. 

VI. Another Foundation laid down for 
repealing all Laws made againſt the Pa- 
piſts, is, that they were cnaCted in K, Fames 
the Sixth's Minority : with ſome harsh ex- 
prefſions, that are not to be inſiſted on, 
ſince they shew more the heat of the pen- 
ner, than the Dignity of the Prince, in 
whoſe name they are given out ; but all 


theſe Laws were ratifyed over and over 


again by K, lames, when he cameto be of 
full Age: and they have received, many 
Confirmations by K, Charles the Firft, and 
K Charles the Second, as well as by his preſent 
Majeſty , both when he repreſented his 
Brother in the year 1681. and ſince be him- 
ſelf came to the Crown: ſo that whatſoever 
may be faid concerning the firft Formation 
of thoſe Laws , they have received now 
for the courſe of a whole hundred years, 
that are lapſed ſince K. James was of tull 
Age, ſomany Confirmatiops , that ifthere 
is any thing certain in Humane Govern- 
ment, we might depend upon them ; but 
this gew coyned Ybſolute Power mult car- 
ry all before it. 

VII.It is alſo well known,that the whole 
Settlement of the Church Lands and Tythesy 
with many other things, and more particu- 
larly the Eſtablischmens of the Proteflant 
Religion, was likewiſe enattedin K; James's 
minority, as well as thoſe Penal Laws : 
ſo that the Reaſon now made uſe of , to 
annul the Penal Laws, will ſerve full as 
well for another A& of this Abſolute 
| ms Shall aboligh all thoſe ; and if 

aximes that unhinge all the Securities of 
Humane Society , and all that is ſacred in 
Government , ouyht to belookt on with 
the juſteft and deepeſt prejudices poflible, 
one is tempted to loſe the reſpeCt that is due 
to every thing that carrys a Royal ſtamp 
upon it , when he ſees fuch grounds made 
uſe of , as mult $shake all Settlements 

what- 


\ 


« 


whatſoever ; for if a preſcription of __ 


years » and Confirmations reiterated aver 
and over again theſe roo. years = do 
not purge tome Defects in the firſt For- 
mation of thoſe Laws, what can make us 
ſecure: but this looks ſo like a Fetch of 
the French Prerogative Law,both in their pro- 
ceſſes with Relation to the Edift of Nantes, 
and thoſe concerning Dependences at Mets, 
that this ſeems to be a Copy from that fa- 
mous Original. 

VIII. It were too much i411 nature to 
look into'the Hiſtory of the laſt Age,to exa- 
mine on what grounds thoſe characters of 
pioug and blefſed given to the Memory of 
Q. Mary are built ; but ſince K, Fames's 

emory has the character of glortoug given 
to it, 1fthe civility due to the fair ſex makes 
one unwilling to look into the one; yet 
the other may be a little dwelt on. The pe- 
culiar Glory that belongs to K; Fames*s Me- 
mory, is, that he was a Prince of great 
Learning , and that he imployed it chiefly 


.in writing for his Religion : of the Volume 


in folio, 1n which we have his works , two 
thirds are againſt the Church of Rome ; one 
part of them is a Commentary on the Reve- 
laiion, proving that the Pope is Antichrift ; 
another part ot them belonged more natu- 


- rally to his Pott and Dignity ; which is the 


warning that he gavetoallthe Princes and 
ſtates ot Europe, againſt the TI reaſonable and 
bloody Doctrines of the Papacy. The firſt 
Att hedid when hefcame of Age, was to 
ſwear in perſon with all his tamily, and 
afterwards with all his people of Scoland, 
a Covenant, containing an Enumeration of 
all the points of Popery, and a moſt ſolemn 
renunciation of them, ſomewhat like our 
Parliament Telt : his firſt Speech to the Parlia- 
mens of England was Copious on the ſame 
ſubject : and he left a Legacy of a FPith on 
ſuch of his poſterity as ſhould go over to 
that Religion , which in good manners is 
ſuppreſſed. It is known, K; James was no 
Conquereur,and that he made more uſe of his 
Pen than his Sword : ſothe Glory that is pe- 
culiar to his Memory muſt fall chiefly on his 


Learned and Immortal. Writings ; and 


; i there is ſuch a Veneration expreſfied 


for him , it agrees not ill with this , to 
wish, that his Forks were more ſtudied by 
thoſe who offer ſach Incenſe to his Glgs 
rious Memory. 

IX. His Maj. aſſures his people of Scotland, 
upon his certain knowledge and long Experience, 
that the :Catholicks , as they are good Chrifti- 
ans , ſo they are likewiſe Duiiful ſubjets : but 
if we mult believe both theſe equally , then 
we mult conclude ſeverely vain their 
being Good Chriſtians; for we are ſure they 
can never be Good SubjeRs, not only toa He- 
retical Prince , but eventoa Catholick Prince, 
if he does not extirpate Hereticks ; for their 
beloved Comncil of the Lateran ,Jthat decreed 
Trenſubflantiation , has likewiſe decreed , 
that if 4 Prince does not extirpate Hereticks ont 
QÞ' Dominions , the Pope muſt depoſe him , and 

eclare by Subjes abſolved from their Allege- 
ance, and pive bu Dominions to another : 50 
that even His Majeſty » how much foever 
he may be a Zealous Cathelick, yet cannot 
be aflured of their fidelity to him, unleſs 
he has given them ſecret aſlurances, that 
he 1s reſolved to extirpate Hereticks out of his 
Dominions ; and that all the Promifes which 
he now makes to theſe poor wretches are 
no other way to be kept,than the aſſurances 
which the Great Lewis gave to his Proteftans 
Subjefs , of his obſerving (till the Ed:# of 
Nantes even after he had reſolved to break 
it, and alſo his latt promiſe made in the 
Edi, that repealed the Edi of Nantes, by 
which he gave Afſurances,that no Violence 
ſhould be uſed to any for their Religion, in 
the very time that he was ordering all pof- 


ſible Violences to be put in execution 
-againſt them. 


X. His Majeſty aſſures us , that on all oc- 
cafions the Papifts have ſhewed themſelves 
Good and faubfull ſubjeAs to him and bis Royall 
Predeceſſors ; but how Abſolute ſoever the 


Kings Power may be , it ſeems his knayv- 


ledge of Hiſtory is not ſo Abſokute,but it may 

be capable of fome Improvement. It will 

be hard to find out what Loyalty they 

ſhewed on the occafion of the Gunpowder 

Plet, orduring IO progreſs of the 
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Rebellion of Ireland; if the King will ci 


take the words of K;. lames of Glorious 
Memory,or K.Charlesthe firſt,that was indeed 
of pions and bleffed Memory, rather than the 
word of the penners ofthis Proclamation, it 
will not be hard to find eccaſions where they 
were alittle wanting in this their ſo much 
boaſted Loyalty : and we are ſurc, that by 
the Principles of that Religion, the King 
can never be aſlured of the Fidelity ot thalſe 
he calls his Catholick Subje&ts , but by enga- 
ging to them to make his Heretical Subjifs 
Sacrifices to their Rage. 

XI. The Kingdeclares them capable of 
all the Offices and Benefices which he 
ſhall think fit ro be{tow on them, and only 
reſtrains them from invading the Proteſfant 
Churches by force : 10 that here a door is 
plainly opencd for admitting them to 
the exercilc of their Religion 1n Proteflant 
Churches, to they do not break- into them 
by force; and whatſoever may be the ſenſe 
ofthe term Beneflce in its antient and firſt 
fignification , now it ſtands only for Church 


Prejerments; {o that when any Churches , that - 


arc at the Kings gift, fall vacant, here is 3 
plain intimation , that they are to be pro- 
Vided to them; and then it is yery probable, 
that all the Lawes made againit tuch as $0 
not to their Pariſh Churches , will be ſe- 
rerely turned upon thoſe that will not 
come to Maſs. 

XII. His Majeſty does in the next place, 
12 the vertue oft his Abſolute Power / An- 
mull a peat many Lars ,.as well thoſe that 
eltablithed the Oaths of Allegeance and ſupre- 


-macy, aSthe late Teft, enacted by himſelf 


in perſon , while he repreſented his Bro- 


ther : upon which he gave as ſtrange an Eſc 


{ay to the World of his Abſolute Inflice in the 
Attainder of the late Earl of Arpile, as he 
does now of his Abſolute Power in con- 
demmning the Teft it felf ; he alſo repeals his 
en Confirmation of the Teft , fince he 
came to the Crown , which he offered as the 
eleareſt Evidence that he could:give of his 
Reſolution to maintain the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion, and by which he gained ſo much upon 


hat Parliemens, that he obtained every thing 


Lo them that he deſired of them; till he 


came totrythemin the Matters of Religion. 
"{ his is noextraordinary Evidence to aſſure 
his People, that his Promiſes will be like 
the Lawes of the Medes and Perſians , which 
alter not;nor will the diſgrace of the Commiſ- 
fioner that enacted that Law, lay this matter 
wholly on him ; for the Letter , that he 
brought, the Speech that he made, and the 


Inflrutions which he got , arc all too well 


known to be ſo ſoon torgoitten : and if 
Princes will give their Subje&s reaſon to 
think , that they forget their promyſes, as ſoon 
as the turn is ferved for which they were 
made, this will be too prevailinga tempta» 
tion on the Subjefs to mind the Prmces pro- 
wiſe as little as it ſeems he himſelf does ; 
and will force them to conclude, that the 
truth of the Prince, is not ſo Abſolute as it 
{ſeems he fancies his power to be. 

XIII. Here is not only a repealing of a 
great many Lawes , and eltabliched Oaths 
and Teſts , but by the Exerciſe of the Ab- 
ſolute Power/a new Oath is impoſed, which 
was never pretended to by the Crown in 
any former time ; and as the Oath is created 
by this Abſolute Power / 10 it ſeems the 
Abſolute Power mult be ſupported by 
this Oath : ſince one branch of it, is an 
obligation to Maintain His Majefly and bx 
Lawfull Succeſſors in the exerciſe of this their 
Abſolute Power and Authority againſt all 
deadly,which I ſuppolc is Scorch tor Mortalls: 
now to Impole 1o hard a yoke as this Wb- 
folutePower on the Subjc#s,feems no ſmall 
{tretch ; but it is a wondertull exerciſe of it 
to oblige the Subjefs to defend this : it had 
been more modelt, if they had been only 
bound to bear it, and ſubmit to it : but it is 
a terrible thing ſo far to extinguish all the 
remnants of nutall Liberty , or ofa legall 
Government , as to oblige the Subje#s by 
Oath to. maintain the Ms of this , which 
plainly muſt deſtroy themſelves :: for the 
ſhort execution by the Bow-ſtrings of 
Turkey , or by ſending orders to men to 
return in their heads, being an exerciſe of this 
Abſolute Power / it is a litle hard to make 
men {wcar to maintain be King init; and if 
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that Kingdom has ſuffered ſo much by the 


many Oaths that have been in uſe amon 
them, as is marked 1n this Proclamation , 
am affraid this new Oath will not much 
mend the matter. 

XIV. Yet aftcr all , there is ſome Com- 
fort ; his Majeſty aſfures them, he will uſe 
no Vielence nor force, nor any Jnbincible 
Necc#ſitp 10 any man on the account of bis Per- 
ſuaſion : It were too great a want of re- 
ſpe to fancy ,. that a time may come in 
which even this may be remembred , full 
as well , as the Promiſes that vere made to 
the Parliament after His Majcſty came to 
the Crown : Ido not, I confeſs, apprehend 
that; for I ſec here ſo greata caution uſed 
in the choice of theſe words, that itis plain, 
very great Severities may very well con- 
fiit with them: It is clear , that the generall 
words of Vielence and Force arc tobe deter- 
mined by theſe laſt of *Jnvincible Neceſ- 
ſitp / ſo that the King does only promiſe to 
lay no Jnvincible Neceſſity on his SubjeAs ; 


but for al! Neceſſities, that are ot Invincible , 


| it ſeems. they muſt expect to bear a large 


ſhare of them ; Diſgraces , want of Im- 
ployments , Fines, and Impriſonments , 
and even Death it (elf are all Vincible things 
to a man ofa firmneſs of mind : ſo that the 
Violences of torture , the Furies of Dragoons, 


- . and ſome of the Methods now prattiled in 


France, perhaps may be Included within 
this Promiſe ; ſince theſe ſeem almoſt Jn- 
bincible'to humane nature, if it is not for- 
tified with an Extraordinary meaſure of 
Grace : but as to all other things, His 
Majelty binds himſelf up from no part of 
the Exerciſe of his Abſolute Power by this 


Promiſe, 

XV. His Majefly orders this to go Im= 
mediately to the Great Seal, without paſſing 
thro the other Seals : now fince this is coun- 
ter-ſigned by the Secretary, in whoſe hands 
the Signet is » there was no other ſtep to be 
made but thro the Privy Seal ; fo I muſt 
own, I have a great curioſity of knowing 
his Character in whoſe hands the Privy Seal 
is at preſent ; for it ſeems his Conſcience & 
not ſo very ſupple , as the Chancellors and 
the Secretaryes are ; but it is very likely, if he- 
does not quickly change his mind, the Privy 
Seal at leaſt will very quickly change its 
Keeper ; and I am ſorry to hear, that the 
L. Chancellor and the Secretary have not 
another Brother to fill this polt, that-ſo the 
guilt ofthe ruin of that Nation , may: lie'on 
one ſingle Family ,and that there may be no 
others involved in it. A 

XVI. Upon the whole matter, many 
ſmaller things being waved , it being ex- 
tream unpleaſant to find fzult , where one 
has all. poſlible. diſpoſitions to pay all re- 
ipeA}; we here in England ſee what we muſt 
look tor. A Parliament in Scotland was tryed, 
but it proved a little Stubborn 3 and now 
Abſolute Power comes to ſet all rightz fo 
when the Cloſerting has gone round , ſo that 
Noſes are counted , we may perhaps ſee 2 
Parliament here, but if it chances to beun- 
toward, and not to obep without Referbe/ 
then our Revercnd Inudges will copy from 
Scotland, and will not only tell us of the 
Kings Imperial Power,but will diſcover tous 
this new Myitery of Abſolute Power » 0 
—_ we are «ll bound to obcp without RKe- 
er o q ) 


Theſe Reflexions refer in ſs ny} ee zo ſome words in the-Proclamationy 
et 


that it was thought neceſſary to 


them near one another , that the Reader 


may be able to Fudge, whether he is deceived by any falſe Quotations or nor. 


By 


Sh 


By the King, 
A PROCLAMATION. 
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AMES the Seventh by the Grace of God, King 

3 of Scoilend, England, Fravce and Ireland , De- 
fender of the Faith, &c To all and ſundry 
our good Sybjets, whom theſe p:clents do or 
may concern, Greetivg. We having taken into 
Our Royal Conſideratien the many and great 
inconycnicncies which have happened to that 
Our Ancient Ringdor of Scorland of late 
years, through the different perſwoſions in the Chri- 
ſtien Religion, and the great Heats and Animoſities 
amongſt the ſeveral Profeſiors thereof, to the 
ruin and decay of Trade, waſting of Lands, ex- 
tidguishing of Charlty, contempt of the Royal 
Power, and conycrting of true Religion, and 
the Fear of GOD, into Animoſities, Names, 
FaQtions, and ſometimes into Sacriledge and 
Treaſon. And being reſolved as much as in Us 
lyes, to unitethe Hearts and Aﬀections of Our 
Subje&ts, toGOD in Religion, to Us in Loyalty, 
and totheir Neighbours in Chziftian Love and 
Charity. Haye therefore thought fit ro Grant, 
and by Our Souveraign Authority, Prerogative Roy- 
«|, and Abſolute Power , which all Gur Sub- 
jects are to obey without Beſerve ; Do bereby 
give and grant Our Royal Toleration, to the ſe 
veral Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Religion atter- 
named, with , and under the ſcyeral Condi- 
tions, Refſtriftions, and Limitations after-men- 
tioned. In the firſt place , We allow and tole- 
ratethe Moderate Prezbyeeriens, to Meet in their 
Private Houſes, and there to hearall ſuch Mini- 
fers, as cither have, orarewilling'to accept of 
Our Indalge;:ce allanerly, and none other , and 
that there be not any thing ſaid or done contrary 
to the Well and Peace of Our Reign , Seditious 
or Treaſonable, under the bigheſt Pains theſe 
Crimes willimport; nor are they to preſumeto 
Build Mecting-Heuſecs, or to uſe Out- Houſes or 
Barns , but only to exercile in their Private 
Houſes, as ſaid is : In the meantime, it is Our 
Royal Will and Pleaſure, that Field Conventicles, 
and ſuch as Preach, or Exercife at them, or 
vgho shall any ways aſlift or conniye at them, 


Shall be proſecuted according to the utmoſt Se- 

verity of our Laws madeagainſt them, feeing 

from theſe Rendezvouzes of Rebellion, ſo much 

Diſorder hath proceeded, and ſo much Diftur- 

bance tothe Government, and for which after 

this Our Royal Indulgence for tender Eonſcien- 

ces there is nocxculſe left. In like manner, we 

do hereby tolerate Quckeys to meet and exerciſe 
it their Form, in any Place or Places appointed 
fortheir Worship. And conſidering the Severe 
and Cruel Lews, made againſt Reman Catholicks 
(therein called Pepiſis) in the Minority ot Our 
RoyalGrand Father otGlorioug Memory, without 
His Conſent, and contrary tothe Duty of good 
SubjeQts , by His Regents , and other Enemies 
to their Lawful Soveraign, Our Royal Great 
Grand Mother Queen Mery of bleſſed and pioug 
Memory, wherein under the pretence of Reli- 
gion, they cloathed the worſt of Treaſons , Fa- 
Ctions , and Uſurpations, and made theſe Laws, 
not as againſt the Enemies of Go Þ, but their 
own; which Laws have ſtill been continued 
of courſe without deſign of executing them , or 
any of them ad texrorem only , on Suppoſition, 
that the Pepiſts relying on an External Power, 
were incapable of Duty , and true Allegeance 
totheir Nataral Soveraigns, and Rightful Mo- 
narchs ; We of Our certain Knowledge , and 
long Experience, knowing that the Catholicks, 
as it is their Principle to be Good Chriſtians, ſo it, 
is to be dutiful Subjects ; and that they have like- 
wiſe on all occaſions ſhewn themſclyes "Good 
and faithfull Subje&s ro Us, and Our RoyalPrede- 
ceſſors, by bazarding, and many of them actually 
loſing their Lives and Fortunes, intheir Defence 
(thoughof another Religion) & the Maintenance 
of their Authority againſt the Violences and 
Treaſons of the moſt violent Abettors of theſe 
Laws: Do therefore with Advice and Conſent 
of Our Privy Coancil, by Our Soveraign Authority, 
Preregative Royal, and Abſolute Power , afore- 
ſaid, Suſpend, Stopand diſableall Laws, or 4s 
of Parliament , Cuſtoms or Conſtitutions, made 
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or executed againft any of our Roman-Catholick 


Subjefts, in any time pait, to all Intents and 
Purpoſes , making voidal! Prohibitions therein 
mentioned , Pains or Penalties therein ordained 
to be inflicted, ſo that they shall in all things be 
as tree in all Reſpefts -as any of Our Proteffent 
Subjefts whatſoever, not only to exerciſe their 
Religion , but to enjoy all Offces, Benefices and 
ethers, which we chall thiok fit to beſtow upon 
therFin all time coming : Nevertheleſs, it is Our 
Will and Pleaſure, and we do hereby command 
all Catholicks at their higheſt Pains, only toexer- 
ciſetheir Religions Worship in Houſes or Chappels; 
and that they preſume not to Preach in the open 
Fields, or to invade the Proteſiant Churches by 
force, under the pains aforeſaid, to be inflicted 
uponthe Offenders reſpeively ; nor hall they 
preſume to make Publick Proceſſzons in the High- 
fireets of any of Our Royal Burghs, under the 
Pains above-mentioned. And whereas the Obe- 
dicnce and Service of Our Good Subjedts is due 
to Us by their Allegiance, and Our Soveraign- 
ty, andthat no Law, Cuſtom or Conſtitution, 
Difference in Religion, or other Impediment 
whatſoever, can exempt or diſcharge the Sub- 
zeas from their Native Obligations and Duty to 
the Crown, or hinder Us fiom Protecting, and 
Employing them , according to their ſeveral Ca- 
pacities, and Our Royal Pleaſure ; norReftrain 
Us from Conferring Heretable Rights and Pri- 
viledges upon them”, or vacnate or annul theſe 
Rights Hererable, when they are made or con- 
ferred: And1ikewiſe conſidering, that ſome Ogths 
are capable of being wreſted by Men of ſinj- 
trous Intentions, a practice in that Kingdom 
fatal toReligian as. it wasto Loyalty ; Do there- 
fore, with Advice and Conſent aforeſaid, caſs, 
«null and Diſcharge all Oaths whatſoever, by 
which any of Our SubjeRts are incapacitated, or 
difabled from holding Places, or Offices in Our 
ſaid Kingdom , or enjoying their Hereditary 
Rights and Priviledges, di{charging the ſame to 
betaken or given inany timecoming, without 
our ſpecial Warrant and Conſent, under the 


pains due to the contempt of Our Royal Com-' 


mands and Authority. And to this effect, we do 
by Our Royal Authority aforeſaid, flop, diſable, 
and diſpenſe with all Laws enjoyning the ſaid 
Oaths, Teſts, or any of them, particularly the 
firſt Act of the firſt Seſſion of the firft Parliament 
of King Charles the Second; theeleventh Ac of the 
forcſaid Seſſion of the forcigid Parliament ; the 


Gxth AR ofthe thirdParliament ofthe faid Kin 


Charles; the twenty firſt and twenty fifth Acts 
thatParliament,and the thirteenthA> of the firſtxy 


* Seſſion of Our late Parliament, in ſo tar allanerly 


as concerns the taking the Oatbs, or Teſts therein 
preſcribed, and all others, as well not menrioned 
as mentioned, and that in place of them, all 
Our good Subjetts, or ſuch of them az We or Our 
Privy Council shall fequire ſo to do, shall take 


and ſwear the tollowing Oath allanerly. T 4. B. 
do acknowledge / teftifie and declare / that 
JAMES the Seventh, by the Grace of God, King of 
Scotland, England, France and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. is rightful King , and DUp | 
Governour of theſe Healmg , and over er- 
ſongs therem ; and that it is unlawful foz Sub- 
jects, on any p2etence , 02 foz yg 4: what- 
ſvever, to riſe in Arms againſt Yim, oz any 
Commiſſionated by Wim ; and that A hr 
never fo riſe in Arms , noz aſſift anp who ſhall 
ſodo; and that A shall never reſift Pis Power 
02 Authozity , no2 ever oppoſe his 

to his Perſon, as *F ghall anſwer to God ; 
Shall to the utmoft of my power Aſſiſt, d, 
and Maintain Vim , Vis . >=y and rol 
Succeſſozs, in the exerciſe of their ABSOLUTE 
POWER and Authority againft all Deadly. 
So belp me God. And ſeeing many of Our good 
Subjects have, before Our Pleaſure in theſe Mat- 
ters was made publick , incurred the Gbilt ap- 


Pointed by the .ufts of Parliament above-mention- 


ed, or others; We , by Our Authority , ard 
Abſolute Power and Prerogative Koyel above- 
mentioned , of Our certain Knowledge , arid 
innate Mercy, Give Our ample and full Indem- 
nity to all thoſe of the Romen- Catholick or Popish 
Religion, for all things by them done contrary 
to Our Laws or Aﬀts of Parliament, madein any 
timepaſt, relating to their Religion, the Wor- 
shipand Exercile thereof, or for being Papiſts, 
Jeſuits, or Traffickers, for hearing, or ſaying of 
Maſs, concealing of Prieſts or Jeſuits, breeding 
their Children Catholicks at home or abroad, 
or any other thing, Rite or Doftine , ſaid, 
perſormed, or maintained by them , or any of 
them: And likewiſe, for holding or taking of 
Places, Employments, or Offices, contrary to any 
Law or Conſtitution, Advices given to Us, or 
Our Council, Actions done, or generally any 
thing performed or {aid againſi the known Laws 
of that Our Ancient Kingdom : Excepting al- 
ways from this Our Royal Indemnity, all Mur- 

ders, 


( 

- Jers, AſaGoations, Thefts , and ſuch like other 
Erimes, which never uſed to be comprehended 
in Our General Atts of Indemnity. And we com- 
mand and require all Our Judges, or others con- 
ecrned,tocxplain this in the m.[[tAmple Senſe & 
Meaning ACts of Indemnity at any time have con- 
tained ; Declaring this shall beas good toevery 
ens concerned, as if they had Our Royal Pardon 
_ & Remiſſion under-Our Great Seal of that Kingdom. 
And likewiſe indemoitying Our PreteflantSubjefts 
| From all Pains and Penaltics due for hearing or 
Preaching in Houſes; Providing there be no 
Treaſoriable Speeches uttered in the ſaid Con + 
venticles by them, ia which caſc the Law is only 
to take place againſt the Guilty, and none other 
preſent; Providing alſo that they Reveal toany 
of Our Councit the Guilt ſo committed ;- As alſo, 
excepting allFines, or Tffets of Sentences al- 
ready given. And likewiſe Indemnifying fully 
and freely all Quckers, for their Meetings and 
Worship, in all time- paſt , preceding the Pau- 
blication of theſe Preſents, And we doubt not 
but Our Proteſtent Subjefts will give their Aſl- 
Nance and Concourſe hereunto, on all occaſions, 
Ia their reſpective Capacities. In conſideration 
whereof, and the eaſe thoſe of Our Religion, and 
others may have hereby,and for the Encourage- 
"ment of Our Proteſtant Bisbops, and the Re- 
ular Clergy, and ſuch as haye hitherto lived or- 
erly, We think fit to declare, that it never was 
Our Principle, nor will We eyer ſuffer Vio- 
lence to be offeredto any. Mans Conſcience, nor 
will We uſe force , or Jnvincible Neceſſitn 
ainſt any Man on the Account of his Perſws- 
yn nor the Proteſlent Religion , but will proteR 
Our Bbops and other Miniſters in their Fune 
Qions, Rights and Properties, and all Our Pro- 
zeflant Subjefts in the tree Exerciſe of their Prote- 
ſlant Religion in the Churches. And that We will, 
"and hereby Promiſe, on Our Royal Word, to 
Miaintaio the Poſſeflors of Churth- Lands formerly 
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belonging to Abbeys, or other Churches of the 


Cathelick Relizion, in their tull and free Poſſeſſion 
and Right , according to Our Lews and At 
of Parkament in that bebalf in all time coming. 
And We will imploy indifferently all our Sub- 
jets of all Perſwaſrons, ſo as none shall meet with 
any Diſcouragement on the account of his Reli- 
gion, but beadvanced, andeſteemed by Us, ac- 
cording to their ſeyeral Capacities and Qualifi- 

cations, ſo long as We find Charity anda 
maintained. And if any Animoſities shall ariſe, 
as We (hope in God there will not, We will 
shew the ſevereſt Effets of Our Royal Diſplea- 
ſure againſt the Beginners or Fomenters thercof, 
ſeeing thereby Our Swbjets may be deprived. of 
this general, Eaſe and Satisfaction, We iatend 
to all of them, whoſe Happineſs, Proſperity, 
Wealth and Safety , is ſo much Our Royal Care, 
that we will leave nothing undone which may 
procure theſe Bleſſings for them. Andlaſtly, to 
the End all Our good Subjefts may have Notice 
of this Our Royal Will and Pivaſure, we do 
hereby command, Our LyonKing at Arms, and 
his Beethern Heraulds, Macers, Purſeyants and 
Mefſengersat Arms, to make timous Proclama- 
tion thereof at the Mercat-Croſs of Edinburgh ; 
And belides the Printing and Publisbing of this 
Our Royal Proclamation , it is Our expreſs Will 
and Pleaſure, that the ſarmebe peſt under the great 
Seal of that Onr Kingdom per ſaltum, without 
paſſing any other Seal or Regiſter. In Order 
whereuuto, this shall be to the DireFors of Our 
- Chancellary ,and their Deputes for writing the 
ſame, and to Our Chancellor for cauſing our Great 
Seal aforeſaid, to be appended thereunto , a ſuffi- 
cient Warrand. | 
Given «t Our Court at Whitebal the twelfth day of 

Feby. 168*, and of Our Reign the third year. 
By His Majeſties Command 
MECFORT. 
God fave the King, 
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